[The motor innervation of the axial skeletal musculature in vertebrates].
The principles of innervation and evolution of axial (body) skeletal musculature--from primitive chordata to higher mammalians--are briefly considered. The literature and original data of author are analysed, demonstrating specific pattern of neural control and peripheral motor innervation of axial musculature, differing from that in limb muscles of vertebrates. A special notice is taken in viewing the phenomenon of dual innervation of several fast axial muscles, which has been recently discovered in different groups of lower (water) and higher vertebrates. The hypotheses are considered, explaining the possible origin and significance of dual innervation, as well as the role of two different pools of motoneurons realizing the dual innervation of vertebrates fast axial muscles.